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Too Many Little Half-Supported
Schuols?.——!imlner or later our people
are going to’ have more comfortable
and commodious school houses. Be-
fore the people put their money into
permanent improvements, would it
not be wise to reduce the number ot
schools in a great many places? A
good four-room house costs less than
fqur one-room huoses of equal com-
fort and eonvenience. Sixty pupils
in one building can be better taught
and more easily taught than fifteen
pupils each in four buildings. A
four-teacher . school will flourish
where four one-teacher schools would
struggle to keep alive.

In more than-half the counties in
the State are to be found dozens of
schools with 10 and 12 pupils- each.
Not many weeks ago I visted a rural
school with an enrollment of 11 pu-
pils; threo miles off was another
school with 13 pupils, and in another
dire_ctiml was a third school with 14
pupils. The three teachers were paxul
$35 each; each school house was cheap
and ill equipped. In some distriets
six miles square are to be found se
many as three white schools, each
with a small number of pupils sear-
tered from first reader to high school
grades. A good many of the incor-
porated villages have school distriets
co-extensive with the incorporate lim-
1ts. An accurate school distriet map-
of the State would look very much
like a erazy quilt.

What is the remedy? Take the
three schools cited above. Build a
comfortable two-room house at a cen-
tral point, and give the entire 33
pupils to two teachers. Fach pupil
would then have his recitation time
doubled, for thecre would be in the
eonsolidated sehool more grades, or
classes, than there were in the most
advanced of the three little schools. T
am at onee reminded that some of
these children would have too far i»
walk. (Tt is marvelous how muech
trouble a father who walked four
miles to school and brags abous,
makes over his child’s walking oae
mile.) T grant that the consolidation
puts the scheol too far for some tuo
walk. What then? Take part of the
moneyv to transport these to ithe
school.  Prof. W. K. Tate of the
Meminger Normal school, says, ‘Tt
is better and cheaper to transport the
distant children to the good school
than to bring a poor school to the
distanel children.”” Yes, one good
school is  immeasurably better than
three inferior sechools.

The transportation of distant pu-
pils is no new fad. Several years
ago the Fastover distriet in Rich-
land county threw five schools into
one. The distriet runs four wagon-
ettes, made for the purpose, to haul
the distant children. Another in-
stance: Three adjoining distriets in
Fairfield county, with a combined en-
rollment of G0 pupils, have consoli-

dated their schools at Bethel, have'

erected a $2,600 school house and are
transporting all the children who live

- too far to walk., This consolidation

gives the school enough pupils to es-
tablish a rural high school, with $300
of State aid.

State Superintendents MeMahan
and Martain have zealounsly advocar-
ed the econsolidation of small schools,
Sueh a poliey would encourage the
building of better roads, while the
transportation itself would protees
the children in bad weather, and
would proteect the small ehildren and
the girls from insults or violence at
the hands of tramps or thugs,on the
lonely country roads. -

Neighborhood Jealousies and Quar-
rels.—These twin evils have done
move to pravent and to destroy th»
efficieney -of the common sehools than
any other two agencies in the land. Tt
is difficult enough to maintain a goo
school where everybody works in
harmony, and it is well nigh impossi-
ble where.strife and division are. To
listen to the petty contention, the
shawp bickerings and the tales of dis-
%rd in some communities makes onn
aarvel that a school ean exist in such
4 place. The petitions and the ap-
peals which come hefore the various
sohool boards are enongh to make oua

turn pessimist. The worst of it all is.
that most of these contentions and

bickerings are ehildish and eroundlese
and that they ave usunally begun an
kept alive by men who have at heart
but little intcrest in any school. Tn
settling most of these disputes, Soi-
omon’s judenen between the two wo-
men  elaiming the child would  be
wholesome, '

It is to these jealousies and quarrels
that we owe two, three and even four
little starving schools where but one
ought to be. Mo them 1we owe the
little distriet wnable to support a
school. TFiverv influential loeal eele-
brity wished to have n school house
at his front door or in his bhackyar.
To these jealousies we owe most of
the defeated loeal tax eleetions.
Nearly all the loeal disputes over the
teacher have their ovigin in neigh-
borhood jealousies, and the bhanen]
habit of constant change of teachers
has its reots embedded heve,

A certain distriet school is support-
ed by ten families, All is well, but
the school house stands on the sourh
side of a little creek which abont
once a year reaches a depth of four
feet,. A and B suddenly  eonelude
that this innocent stream is a men-
ace to the lives of their children, and
petition for a new district. The next
session finds a little 20 by.20 foot
hull of a school house on the north
sida of that ereck. and a little life-
less school on cach side of jt. Or
C’s bad boy is punished by the teach-
er; straightway C raises the flag of
secession, and proeeeds to have his
own litile d-e-e-strice eut off. O
one of the loeal economists gets tived
of paying a tencher $40 a monih.
since his daunghter would {each fo
$30; the trustees will not yield fto
the economist; then the ecconomist
eonvasses the distriet in the interes
of a new set of trustees. with the
seonomist as ehnirman. Or. D and
E are rival physicians already at
odds; D says that Smith’s boy has
a contagious disease, and must be
stopped from the school; E declares
that the disease is only infectious,
and that it would be silly to stop
Smith’s boy; the quarrel rages, the
partisans, array themselves, and down

by the only really interested patron
of the school. Or, X begins to dis-
cuss a new school house; Y says that
the old one is good enough, and that
X is trying to lead the district; no
new house is built, and the old one
gradually rots down. Or, Miss
Brown, the teacher, boards with the
Smiths; the Joneses feel negleeted,
and begin to whisper it about that
the teacher eannot solve Sallie Jones’
problems or parse Sallie's sentences;
the Smiths retaliate by asserting that
the teacher is able to teach the wholie
Jones family: result—the anti-Smith
faction’s children are taught next
session by Miss Sallie Jones herself.
Onee more, Mr. Brown, with much
religious devotion to his church
creed, demands that the new teach-
er shall be an X-ist; Perkins Y-ism
at once -begins to ferment while
Stubbs declares that Z-ianism has
heen outraged, sinee there has not
been a X-ian teacher in the school
in five years. When the new teach-
er comes, is he to tench X-ist doe-
trine, Y-ist doetrine, Z-ian doetrine,
or should he be a simple CGiod-fearing
man whose dailv life will be a re-
buke te these clamorons Pharisevs§

All this may sound like satire, but
it is a mask rehearsal of a play whare
the curtain never falls. Cannot some
neighborhoods see themselves in the
play? 9

Self Defense Established.

Spartanburg, Special, — Raymonid
Foster, colored, who shot and killed
John Garrett, also colored at Fair
Forest several weeks ago was tried
in Court of Sessions on the charge of
murder. The defendant proved self
defense and the jury wasn’t long in
returning a verdiet of not guilty.

Foster was represented by Sandlers
& Depass,

Liquor Found in Beef Market.

Spartanburg, Special.—The beel
market and restaurant of J. J. Spanr
located on Main street, was raidec
Saturday afterncon by the police anc
a barrel containing one hundred pints
of liqguoer was found in the beef mar
ket. Spann claims that he alon:
with others ordered tho stuff, This i
the biggest haul the police have mad-<
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goes the loeal schaol tax proposed.

MARGH OF SCIENCE

——

The President Addressc , the
Tuberculosis Congress

PRAISES GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS

Great Mgeting of Scientists Adjourns
to Assemble Next at Rome.—Presi-
dent Speaks, '

e - S

Washington, D. C., Special.—The
International Tubereulosis Congress,
which has been in session here closed
Saturday to meet next in Rome.

One of the most pleasaiit surpirses
of the closing scenes of the congress’
was the appearance for the first time
during its proceed'wgs .of Presideut
Roosevelt. In a characteristic address
Prosident Roosevelt: paid a notable
tribute to the assemblage of so many

scientists of intenational reputation.
The President spoke ‘in part as fol-
lows:

““It is difficult for us to realize the
extraordinary changes, the extraordi-
nary progress, in certain lines of so-
cial endeavor during the last two or
three generations; and in no other
manifestation of human activity have
the changes been quite so far-reach-
ing as in the ability to grapple with
disease. It is not so very - long,
measuring time by history, since the
attitude of man towards a disease
such as that of consnmption was one
of helpless acquiescence in what he
considered to be the. mandates of
a supernatural power. It is but a
short time since even the most gifted
members of the medieal profession
knew as little as any lavman of the
real eanse of a disease like this, and
therefore necessarily of the remedies
to be invoked to overcome it.

““Take, for instance, the work that
the United States government is now
doing in Panama. The Isthmus of
Panama, which was a by-word for
fatal disease, has become well-nigh
a sanaforium; and it has become :o
beeause the investigntions of certain
medical men which enabled them 1o
find out the real ecauses of ecertain
diseages, espeeinlly vellow fever and
malarial fever, and to fake measures
to overcome them. The older doe-
tors here when they were medical
stndents would have treated the sue-
gestion of regarding  mosquitos  as
the prime souree of disenes like thet
as a subjeet of mirth. These utterly
unexpeeted vesults have followed pa-
tient laborions. dangerous and exira-
ordinary skillful work that has en-
abled the eanse of the disease to he
found and the diseases themselves a
be combatted with extraordinary suc-
cess,

HCAL this moment in the middle of
the great continent of Arfriea there is

a peenliarly fatal and terrible disease’

the sleening sickness, a disease whien
if it had been known to our ancestors
in the middle nees wonld have been
spoken of as the black death was
spoken of in the middle ages—as a
seourge of God, possibly as something
eonnected with a comet, or some sim-
ilar explanation would have been ad-
vanced, We all know that it is dus
to the earrving of a small and deadlv
blood parasite by a speeies of bitine
fly.

J“'1’\nd the chance to control that
disease lies in the work of just sueh
men as, and indeed, of some of the
men who, are assembled here. You
who have come here, however, have
come to combat not a seourge econfin-
ed to the tropies, but what is on tha
whole the most terrible sconrge of the
people throughont the world. But
a few years ago hardly an intelligent
effort was made or could be made to
‘war against this peeuliarlv  deadly
enemy of the hnman race. The chance
successfully to conduet that war a-
rose when the greatest experts in
the medieal world turned their train-
ed intelligenca to the task. Tt re-
maing for them to find out just what
can he done.

41 feel that no gathering ecould
take place franght with greater hopo
for the welfare of the people at large
than this. T thank you all. men and
women of this country, and you, our
gueets, for what von have done and
ere doing. On hehnlf of the nation
T greet vou, and T hope von will une-
derstand how mneh we have appre-
ciated your coming here.’’’ ~

THE GOY'T CROP REPORT

Condition is 69.7 and Number
Bales Ginned 2,282,000.

Washington, Special—Crop condi-
tion, 69.7; number of bales ginned,
2,282,000. These are the reports is-
sued by the government Friday morn-
ing, the erop condition being based
until September 20th and number of
bales ginned until September 25th.

Compared with the reports issued
on the same date last year the erop
condition is 2 per cent higher and the
namber of bales ginned one millioa
less. The reports had an inappreria-
ble effect on the market.

The variance in the number of

bales ginned this and last year is
attributed to the fact that the weath-

of

er this fall bas been muech more fa-

vorable to the gathering of the staple
than at the same time last season.
In many sections of the country it is
stated that a large part of the erop
has been gathered.

Cotton Ginned During Year,

Washington, Special.—The censns
bureau Friday announced that 2,582,-
688 bales of cotton had been ginned
from the growth of 1908 to Septeni-
ber 25th, as compared with 1,532,602
to the correspondiang date last year.
The number of active ginneries re-
porting is 23,650.

Condition of Cotton Crop. .

The erop reporting board of the bu-
reau of statistics of the department
of Agriculture reports the average
condition of the erop on September
2b6th at 69.7, as compared with 76.1
on August 25th and 67.7 od Sep-
tember 25th, 1907. North Carnlina
69; South Carolina, 68; Georgia, 71,
and Texas, 71.

New Georgia Railroad Opened.

Valdosta, Ga., Special.—The Geor-
gia & Florida Railway, a newly con-
strueted line running from this place
100 miles northwest to Hazehurst,
was formally opened to the publie
Friday. A special train brought 500
representative eitizens from poinis
along the line to this city. Work is
rapidly progressing with a view (o
uniting the newly construeted road
with other divisions now in opera-
tion, which will give a new short
line between Madison, Fla., and Au-
gusta, Ga.

Lincolnton Men Interested
Yo1k Corporation.

New York, Special—According to
official report of the Sceretary of
State ““The Mutual Farm Commis-
sion of New York City,"’ eapital
$10,000 has filed articles of incorpora-
tion with the Seerctary of State at
Albany with permission to inerease
capital to $200,000. The directors
chosen are named as Daniel R
Rhyne and James A, Abernethy, of
Lincolnton, North Carolina, and
Frank Guy Hull, of 1644 Nineteenti
avenue, Brooklyn, '

in New

To Extend Trolley Line.

Spartanburg, S. €., Special.—The
street ear company will soon begin

the work of extending its North
Church trolley line to the fair
grounds.  Preliminary work is now

under way and a large force of hands
will be put to work shortly and the
laying of the rails will be rushed,
The eounty fair will open November
3rd and continue until the wth.

Indictment of T. Jenkins Hains,

New York, Speecinl.—Distriet At~
torney Dorrin appeared hefore the
grand jury in Queens county and de-
manded the indictment of T, Jenkins
Hains as accessory before the faet
in the murder of Willinm I, Annisg,
who was shot and killed by Peter C.
Hains. The principal witness against
him before the grand jury was Mrs,
Annis, widow of the vietim.

Four Killed on Ohio Central.

Toledo, 0., Special.—Four persons
are dead and two fatally and threce
seriously injured as a result of a
wreck on the Ohio Central Railroad
at Sugar Ridge, when an extra
freight train plunged into the rear
of a special passenger train,
dead are George Q(osler, Riehard
Rideout, Thomas Crane and Leslie

Fuller.

The

WAR CLOUDS LOWER

Outlook is For Swift Beginning
of Hostilities

ONLY SMALL NATIONS INVOLVED

London Hears News From Several
Sources That Two Orises Are Im-
pending Which May Force Hostili-
ties in the Near Future,

threaten to change the political face
of Europe are erystalizing with light-.
ning rapidity. Almost over night the
horizon of the Near ast, which
seemed gradually to be assuming a
peaceful appearance, has become
crowded with war clouds.

News has reached here from sev-
eral sources that two definite strokes
are impending which cannot fail to
bring matters to a erisis, and perhaps
force an immediate war. One is the
proclamation by Prince Ferdinand,
of the independence of Bulgaria,
which will ineuude Rumelia, taking
for himself the title of ‘“Czar.’’ The

Hungary of the practical annexation
of the provinces of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina as appendages of the Austro-
Hungarian erown. ¥y »

Either action will be equivalent to
the leasing up of the treaty of Berlin
while Prince Ferdinand's course
seems almost certain to precipitate
a war between Bulgaria and Turkey.
Before these possibilities the quar-
rel over the East Rumelin section of

nificance. Both armies are repor!.ad
to be quietly and swiftly mobilizing

near the borders. Bulegarians are

said to be buying munitions and

horses on an extensive secale.
Bulgarians have faith in  their

army, which has reaclied a high state
of efliciency although it is perhaps
lacking in officers and the war, for
which Bulgarin has long been sus-
peeted of preparing, could be fought

with more advantage for her now
than when the Turkish government
had time to reorganize ils forees,

whieli have become enravelled by the
corruption and negleet of the old
regimeo.

The Emepror of Austria, it is un-
derstood, has despatched a letter to
the President of Franee, setting forth
his intentions regarding Bosnin and
Herzegovina, although .the contents
of the letter are kept seceret, and he
is sending similar notes to the other
powers, _

It seems ineredible that Emperor
Franeis Joseph, who always has been
a  serupulous observer of forms,
should reveal his plans to the rulers
of other nations before he has com-
munieated them to his own Parlia-
ment.  One explanation is that the
letter was not intended for delivery
until Tuesday, when identical notes
wonld be presented to the other
powersa,

Austria is suspected of encouraga-
ing the recent Bulgarian-Turkish
trouble for her own interests, but
the British government has made pro-
posals to the two countries lookinz
to the settlement of the railway cnsa,
under which the other powers have
agreed to give support to the plan,
which contemplates the temporary
restoration of the way to Turkey ‘‘to
save her face,”’ and then transfer-
ence of the company to the Bulgarian
government,

The English press expresses sur-
prise that Austrin and Bulgaria
should plot against Turkey and asks
if the great powers will submit to
having obstacles placed in the way of
the regeneration of Turkey.

General Wright Belected.
Washington, Special.—~President
Roosevelt will designate (eneral
Luke E. Wriglit, Secretary of War, as
the government’s official representn-
tive at the Southern commercial con-

ity December 7th and 8th just prior

fress. whieh will convene in this
0

Jto the national rivers and hufhou

‘congross.

.
e

London, By Cable—FEvents which

other is an announcement of Austro-

the Orient Railway sinks into insig- .




